468                NON-VIOLENCE IN  PEACE  AND   WAR

through warfare or the way of peace and non-violence on
basis of freedom for all peoples. Mahatma Gandhi has
presented to the peoples of the world, crying for relief from
the crushing burden of war, a weapon in the shape of
organized non-violence designed to take the place of war
for the defence of a people's rights and freedom against
armed aggression. He feels that at this critical phase in the
history of man the Congress should enforce this ideal by
itself declaring that it does not want that India should
maintain armed forces to defend her freedom against
external aggression or internal disorder.

While the Working Committee hold that the Con-
gress must continue to adhere strictly to the principle of
non-violence in their struggle for independence, the Com-
mittee cannot ignore the present imperfections--and failings
in this respect of the human elements they have to deal
with, and the possible dangers in a period of transition
and dynamic change, until the Congress has acquired
non-violent control over the people in adequate measure
and the people have imbibed sufficiently the lesson of orga-
nized non-violence. The Committee have deliberated
over the problem that has thus arisen and have come to
the conclusion that they are unable to go the full length
with Gandhiji- But they recognize that he should be free to
pursue his great ideal in his own way, and therefore
absolve him from responsibility for the programme and
activity which the Congress has to pursue under the condi-
tions at present prevailing in India and the world in regard
to external aggression and internal disorder.

Many of the problems which the Working Committee
have considered in this connection are not of the present,
though they may be of the near future. The Committee
wish to make it clear that the methods and basic policy of
non-violence in the national struggle for freedom continue
with full force and are not affected in the least by the inabi-
lity to extend it to the region of national defence.

The War Committees that are being formed are
definitely aimed at increasing the war effort. In view of
the Congress policy, they cannot be supported, and Con-
gressmen cannot participate in them or contribute to war